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CTE Coalition and Friends:

I am pleased to announce Governor Schwarzenegger signed SB 1543 (Alarcon) into law.  His signature on this measure is only the latest feat in his ongoing commitment to public education and the re-building of a vibrant CTE system in California's middle schools and high schools.

This bill will require the University of California (UC) and the California State University (CSU) to recognize a universal set of curriculum standards for CTE by July 2008.  This curriculum standard (whether it is the one already approved Board of Education or a similar one developed internally by UC/CSU) will finally be an open and public "benchmark" that high school CTE teachers and local administrators can use to model their CTE coursework upon so that their students may receive University admissions credit for the completion of the course.

In the end, SB 1543 will usher in a new era where CTE courses will be more broadly recognized by our publicly funded university system for admissions purposes.

 This bill would not have made it to the Governor's desk if it were not for the strong support given to it by the various teacher organizations, industry trade groups and California State University professors.  A special note of thanks to Dr. Seth Bates of CSU San Jose for his yeoman efforts to coordinate communication from other CSU faculty and his personal testimony in the legislature in support of requiring university recognition of CTE.  

 Another special note of thanks goes to auto instructor Phil Jelinek of Monrovia High School who in January 2006 provided powerful testimony before the Senate Education Committee alongside Mr. Tom Dobson (the physics instructor at Monrovia High School), the local administrators from Monrovia HS and a former student.  This collective testimony revealed much about the UC system and its institutional inability to approve CTE coursework.  In this case, UC repeatedly denied Monrovia High School's high tech auto course for "math lab" credit.  These repeated denials came after years of joint applications from both Jelinek and Dobson.  This particular testimony from real teachers and real administrators revealed the frustration of "the field" and was critical in showing policymakers what was really happening at the UC level when it comes to CTE course recognition -- or the lack thereof.

After hearing from the Monrovia High School contingent, legislators in Sacramento began to understand the existing problem that needed to be fixed by SB 1543.

 Finally, a special thank you to the author of the bill.  Senator Alarcon carried SB 1543 with the singular intention of helping to improve and expand CTE in California's public schools.  The Senator's statements in the various policy committees were amongst the most eloquent and articulate arguments for CTE that we have heard in the 2005-06 session. And, based upon the success of SB 1543, Senator Alarcon has enthusiastically

pledged to continue his good work on behalf of  the CTE in the 2007-08 session.

Thank you to each and every organization and individual who mobilized time

and resources to support SB 1543 -- it worked!

A copy of the full text of the bill is included below.

Christopher J. Walker

Legislative Advocate
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BILL NUMBER: SB 1543 ENROLLED

BILL TEXT

PASSED THE SENATE  AUGUST 31, 2006

PASSED THE ASSEMBLY  AUGUST 28, 2006

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY  AUGUST 22, 2006

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY  JUNE 28, 2006

AMENDED IN SENATE  MAY 8, 2006

AMENDED IN SENATE  APRIL 26, 2006

AMENDED IN SENATE  APRIL 17, 2006

INTRODUCED BY   Senators Alarcon and Romero

                FEBRUARY 23, 2006

   An act to add Section 66205.9 to the Education Code, relating to the high

school curriculum.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

   SB 1543, Alarcon  High school curriculum: high school coursework requirements.

Existing law, the Donahoe Higher Education Act, sets forth, among other things, the missions and functions of California's public and independent segments of higher education, and their respective institutions of higher education. Existing law establishes the University of California, under the administration of the Regents of the University of California, and the California State University, under the administration of the Trustees of the California State University, as 2 of the public segments of postsecondary education in this state. Provisions of the Donahoe Higher Education Act apply to the University of California only to the extent that the regents act, by resolution, to make those provisions applicable.

   A provision of the act requires the California State University, and requests the University of California, to establish model academic standards for high school courses for pupils who wish to attend those institutions.

   Existing law requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction to coordinate the development, on a cyclical basis, of model curriculum standards for a high school career technical course of study. Existing law also requires the superintendent to develop a career technical curriculum framework based on prescribed criteria.

   This bill would add to the Donahoe Higher Education Act a provision providing that if, by July 1, 2008, either the University of California or the California State University has not adopted, in accordance with the criteria in existing law, model uniform academic standards for career technical education that will satisfy the completion of a general elective course requirement for the purposes of admission to their respective universities, the regents are requested to, and the trustees are required to, recognize the completion of all high school career technical education courses that meet the model curriculum standards developed by the superintendent as satisfying the completion of a general elective course requirement for the purposes of admission to their respective universities.

The bill would request the regents, and would require the trustees, to make publicly available, upon their adoption, any model curriculum standards for career technical education courses.

   The bill would not apply to any career technical education courses that, as of January 1, 2007, are approved as satisfying the admissions requirements of the University of California or the California State University.

SB 1543

As signed into law

By

Governor Schwarzenegger











October 2006

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

  SECTION 1.  Section 66205.9 is added to the Education Code, to read:

   66205.9.  (a) If, by July 1, 2008, the University of California has not adopted model uniform academic standards for career technical education courses, pursuant to Section 66205.5, that will satisfy the completion of a general elective course requirement for the purposes of admission to that university, the Regents of the University of California are requested to recognize the completion of all high school career technical education courses that meet the model curriculum standards established pursuant to Sections 51226 and 51226.1 as satisfying the completion of a general elective course requirement for the purposes of admission to that university.

   (b) If the Regents of the University of California adopt standards for career technical education courses pursuant to Section 66205.5, the University of California is requested to make those standards publicly available upon their adoption.

   (c) If, by July 1, 2008, the California State University has not adopted model uniform academic standards for career technical education courses, pursuant to Section 66205.5, that will satisfy the completion of a general elective course requirement for the purposes of admission to that university, the Trustees of the California State University shall recognize the completion of all high school career technical education courses that meet the model curriculum standards established pursuant to Sections 51226 and 51226.1 as satisfying the completion of a general elective course requirement for the purposes of admission to that university.

   (d) If the Trustees of the California State University adopt standards for career technical education courses pursuant to Section 66205.5, the California State University shall make those standards publicly available upon their adoption.

   (e) This section shall not apply to any career technical education courses that, as of January 1, 2007, are approved as satisfying the admissions requirements of the University of California or the California State University.
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